SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 25 JULY 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

HAPPY 1007 BIRTHDAY 

THE SARL HF CONTESTS IN AUGUST 
and 


OTH RADARS ARE OPERATING WITH IMPUNITY IN AMATEUR RADIO 
ALLOCATIONS 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin this bulletin with the news of five Silent Keys: 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Dirk Ligthelm, ZS2D 
went silent on Monday 12 July 2021. Dirk was technically gifted and amateur 
radio was central to his being. Formerly the Deputy Head of Ermelo Technical 
College, Dirk and his wife Alida retired to Jeffreys Bay. We extend our sincere 
condolences to his wife Alida and daughter Linda. 


SARL News received confirmation that Jan Engelbrecht ZS6JE passed away on 
Tuesday 13 July 2021. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Tjaart van der Walt, 
ZS6KW from Heidelberg, Gauteng went silent on Saturday 17 July 2021. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Theo van Wijk, ZS6BDF 
went silent on Monday 19 July 2021. He was an Honorary member of the 
Kempton Park ARTS. We extend our sincere condolences to his wife Beulah, 
ZS6BDX, their 4 children, family and friends. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Frans Durand, ZS4FD, 
went silent on Wednesday July 21 at the age of 81. Frans received the Jack 
Twine Award in 2007 and was awarded Honorary Life Membership of the SARL 
in 2016. He was an active member of SARL HAMNET and also an honorary 


member of the Sasolburg Radio Club. We extend our sincere condolences to his 
wife Yvonne, children, grandchildren and friends. 


The SARL Office is still awaiting information about the passing of PJ van Blerk, 
ZS6PVB; and Deon, ZS6OM as reported last week. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 


Kelley at the NARC has informed the SARL News team that Yank Rothenberg, 
ZS6JH celebrated his 100°" birthday in February 2021. He has paid his Senior 
membership fee for 2021/22. Happy Birthday Yank! 


THE SARL HF CONTESTS IN AUGUST 


The aim of the HF Contests is for participants to contact as many radio amateurs 
in Southern Africa as possible on the 20, 40 and 80 m bands. The contest takes 
place over three Sundays in August. The phone contest on 1 August, the digital 
contest on 15 August and the CW contest on 29 August and the scoring has 
changed - one point for a phone QSO; 1% points for a digital QSO and 2 points 
for a CW QSO. 


The HF Phone contest runs from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC (16:00 to 19:00 CAT) on 
Sunday 1 August 2021. The exchange is a RS report and a consecutive serial 
number starting at 001. You can participate as a Single Operator Single Radio 
- Single Band or a Single Operator Single Radio - All Band station with the 
overlays ‘Young Lady’ and ‘Youth’ You and fellow amateurs or your Club can 
participate as a Multi Operator Single Band or a Multi Operator All Band 
station. Submit your log in ADIF, Cabrillo or MS Excel spreadsheet by 23:59 
CAT on Friday 6 August 2021 by e-mail to zs4bfn@mweb.co.za. Get all the 
rules on page 86 of the 2021 Blue Book. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


OVER-THE-HORIZON RADARS ARE OPERATING WITH IMPUNITY IN 
AMATEUR RADIO ALLOCATIONS 


In its June newsletter, the International Amateur Radio Union Region 1 
Monitoring System (IARUMS) said over-the-horizon radars (OTHRs) have 
not yielded their dominance as amateur band intruders. ”The number of 
observations varies slightly but is always within a similar range,” the newsletter 
said. ”The same is true for other radio systems (such as CIS-12, etc.) With 
summer propagation (including sporadic E), numerous driftnet radio buoys 
and other fishing gear were again being heard on 10 metres, illegally serving 
to mark fishing nets at sea, the newsletter said. These typically operate in the 
28,000 — 28,450 MHz segment. Transmissions are short but frequent throughout 
the day. These often identify in CW, transmitting from one to three letters, 
although buoys with a constant carrier are also observed. GPS buoys transmit 


short bursts in FSK (F1B) with their positions scrambled. Monitors regularly 
encounter ”pirates” operating without any identifier. 


THE 24TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE LIGHTSHIP 
WEEKEND 


The 24 ILLW will take place on 21 and 22 August 2021. Visit the ILLW 
website for more detailed information https://illw.net/index.php. The follow- 
ing South African lighthouses are registered to date - Roman Rock Lighthouse, 
Cape Hangklip Lighthouse, Green Point Lighthouse, Cape St Blaize Lighthouse, 
Danger Point Lighthouse, Doring Bay Lighthouse and the Cooper Lighthouse. 
Garth, ZS5GMW is busy getting information about the Umhlanga Rocks Light- 
house and Dennis, ZS2B is waiting for authority for the Great Fish Lighthouse. 


CLUB NEWS 


Jo, ZS5PO reports that the AGM of the Zululand Amateur Radio Club will 
take place on Zoom today 25 July 2021. Contact Jo for more information. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low 
levels. There are currently various sunspot regions with simple magnetic config- 
urations visible and no major solar flaring activity is expected. If you want to do 
your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the 
week will be around twenty-five. The 17 to 30 m bands may provide some DX fun 
during the late afternoons. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 
for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

Today — the Zululand ARC AGM via Zoom 

27 July — the Secunda ARC meeting 

28 and 29 July — the Delta Aquarids meteor showers 

1 August — the SARL HF Phone Contest 

9 August — National Woman’s Day and the SARL YL Sprint 

12 August — International Youth Day 

12 and 13 August — the Perseids meteor showers 

14 August — the SARL Youth Sprint 

15 August — the SARL HF Digital Contest 

17 August — the PEARS and Border ARC meetings 

21 August — the Magalies and Highway ARCs meeting 

21 and 22 August — the International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend 
28 August — the CTARC meeting and the SARL 40 m Grid Square sprint 


29 August — the SARL HF CW Contest 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 
HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 


Kelley at the NARC has informed the SARL News team that Yank Rothenberg, 
ZS6JH celebrated his 100‘ birthday in February 2021. Happy Birthday Yank! 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


